U.S. military: Beaches reopen at Camp Pendleton as Marines continue training. Al3 
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WWII tail gunner ‘almost forgotten’ 


But relatives never gave up their search to find 
oul what happened to Redlands’ Cruz Coyazo 


By Jennifer Iyer 
jiyer@scng.com 
@Jen_Iyer on Twitter 


Tail gunner Cruz Coyazo, the 
youngest of eight siblings, was 24 
when his B-26 Marauder was shot 
down over Germany during World 
War II. 

On March 2, 1945, his parents, 
who mostly spoke Spanish, re- 


ceived a Western Union telegram 
at their north Redlands home 
from J. A. Ulio, the adjutant gen- 
eral of the Army. 

“That’s bone chilling when you 
read it,” said Paul Aranda, whose 
grandfather was Cruz’s oldest 
brother. 

You can still read the fading 
ink in a copy Aranda found. 

“The Secretary of War desires 


me to express his deep regret that 
your son Sergeant Cruz Coyaso 
(sic) has been reported missing 
in action since thirteen February 
over Germany,” it reads. “If fur- 
ther details or other information 
are received you will be promptly 
notified.” 

That was it. 

Dionicio and Maria de los San- 
tos Coyazo died, in 1977 and 1953, 


respectively, before learning what [f 


happened to their son. 
Redlands was set to honor Sgt. 
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CORONAVIRUS 


Sgt. Cruz 
Coyazo, right, of 
Redlands died in 
World War Il at 
the age of 24. 
He was the tail 
gunner in this 
B-26 Marauder 
bomber, which 
was shot down 
over Germany in 
1945. 
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Research: Many are optimistic, but plenty of questions still linger 


By Teri Sforza » tsforza@scng.com » @terisforza.on Twitter 


he feverish race is on: More than . Many are optimistic that'a vaccine 


100 coronavirus vaccines are in 


development. 


Officials vow to deliver a safe, 
effective vaccine at “warp 


will eventually take the bite out of 
COVID-19 — and hope is good right 
The stock market grew giddy because about now —.but even at warp speed, 
eight people — eight — showed signs 
of antibodies that- can block infection. 


vaccines take time. Sometimes: de- 
cades. So.many mysteries linger: How 


long might vaccine-induced im- 


munity last?’ Two months? 


trigger 


warnings 


Officials say beachgoers, others 
disregarding social distancing 
rules could cause virus surge 


By Curt Anderson and Brian Mahoney 


speed,” backed by some 
$10 billion of public and 
private funding. 


Sixmonths? A year? Or, 
for-some, not at all? 
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The Associated Press 


ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. » The Memorial Day week- 
end marking the unofficial start of summer in the 
U.S. meant big crowds at beaches and warnings 
from authorities Sunday about people disregard- 
ing the novel coronavirus social distancing rules 
and risking a resurgence of the scourge that has 
killed nearly 100,000 Americans. 
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Recruiting turns to tech amid virus 


By Erika I. Ritchie 
eritchie@scng.com 
@lagunaini on Twitter 


Struggling in the tight new 
coronavirus market to find a re- 
placement for his lost pizza de- 
livery job, Anthony Hernan- 
dez switched gears entirely and 
headed to the Marine Corps Sta- 
tion in Lake Forest. 

Since he was 8, he said, he 
dreamed of becoming a Marine 


and serving his country. 

But a large Psalms 23:4 tattoo 
on his forearm fell too low in the 
Marine’s “violation zone” — the 2 
inches above the wrist. 

“At first, they told me I could 
get a waiver, and I thought I was 
good to go,” the 20-year-old Irvine 
resident said. “Then they told me 
the tattoo was a disqualifier. I was 
extremely disappointed. I always 
wanted to earn the title of Ma- 
rine. I looked up to that.” 


A couple of hours later, Hernan- 
dez got a call from Sgt. Nathan- 
iel Hardin about Army opportu- 
nities. The Marine recruiter had 
given the Army recruiter a call. 

Hernandez, who now sees him- 
self as more of a soldier, signed up 
for the infantry with hopes of go- 
ing to Airborne School. 

“The goal isn’t to compete, but 
to help people looking to serve in 
the military,” Hardin said. 
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Meanwhile, the White House broadened its 


travel ban against 
countries hard hit by 
the virus by saying it 
would deny admission 
to foreigners who have 
recently been in Brazil. 

Sheriff’s deputies 
and beach patrols 
tried to make sure peo- 
ple kept their distance 
from others as they 
soaked up the rays on 
the sand and at parks 
and other recreation 
sites around the coun- 
try. 

In the Tampa area 
along Florida’s Gulf 
Coast, the crowds were 
so big that authorities 
took the extraordinary 
step of closing parking 
lots because they were 
full. 


“We really 
want to be 
clear all 

the time 
that social 
distancing 
is absolutely 
critical. And 
if you can’t 
social distance 
and you’re 
outside, you 
must weara 
mask.” 


— Dr. Deborah Bira, 
coordinator of the White 
House coronavirus task 
force 


On the Sunday talk shows, Dr. Deborah Birx, 


coordinator of the White House coronavirus task 
force, said she was “very concerned” about scenes 
of people crowding together over the weekend. 

“We really want to be clear all the time that 
social distancing is absolutely critical. And if you 
can’t social distance and you're outside, you must 
wear a mask,” she said on ABC’s “This Week.” 

In Missouri, people packed bars and restau- 
rants at the Lake of the Ozarks, a vacation spot 
popular with Chicagoans, over the weekend. One 
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Marine Staff Sgt. 
Bob Mose, left, 
and Sgt. Michael 
Castillo use 
phones, laptops 
and social media 
to reach those 
considering 
military careers 
at the Marine 
Corps Recruiting 
Substation South 
Bay last week. 
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